
City Planning Commission

As stated in Section 5-601 of the 
Wilmington City Code, the City Planning 
Commission (Commission) shall from 
time to time make recommendations to 
the Department of Planning and Urban 
Design on functions of the Department, 
such as the comprehensive development 
plan, zoning ordinances, renewal plans 
and the capital budget program. 

The Commission generally meets 
the Third Tuesday of each month. All 
meetings are open to the public and are 
generally held at 6:30 p.m. in the City/
County Council Chambers. Special ses-
sions of the Commission are convened 
as nec-essary.  The Commission is com-
posed of five (5) appointed members, the 
City of Wilmington’s Director of Finance 
and Chief of Staff to the Mayor. Of the 
appointed members, at least four (4) shall 
be persons who hold no other public of-
fice or paid public employment.

The Commission actions below do not require 
a formal Public Hearing, but comments are 
welcomed:

●  Amendments to the citywide and neighbor- 
 hood comprehensive development plans 

●  Amendments to urban renewal plans 

●  Major Subdivisions 

●  Capital Budget and Capital Improvements  
 Program (CIP) 

●  Street vacations, dedications, namings 
 and renamings

●  Parks & Public facility namings/renamings 

●  Large scale redevelopment projects

●  Waterfront reviews (for uses requiring 
 Zoning Board of Adjustment approval) 

The Commission actions below do require a 
formal Public Hearing:

●  Map amendments including annexations,  
 city historic or conservation district desig- 
 nations and rezonings

●  Text amendments (any additions, deletions  
 or revisions to Chapter 48 of the City Code;  
 creation of new zoning district categories)

Portion of City of Wilmington Zoning Map, 2013

During the course of City Planning Commission 
meetings, the following procedures are in effect 
for all agenda items: 

1. The Chair will open the meeting by summarizing 
its purpose and describing the rules and procedures 
for participation. 

2. For each item of business, the Chair will recog-
nize the Department of Planning and ask for a staff 
representative to present its report to the Planning 
Commission. 

3. The Chair will allow questions from the Com-
mission to be directed to Planning staff for the 
clarification of issues related to the case. 

4. Members of the Commission will not direct 
questions to each other or to the Chair during public 
participation except as to the conduct of the hearing.

5. All speakers and members of the Commission 
will be recognized by the Chair. 

6. The Chair will permit an applicant and/or their 
representative to present their proposal. Other 
speakers will then be invited to speak. Each person 
is required to approach the podium and use the 
microphone so they may be heard clearly. Remarks 
made other than in this format will not become part 
of the public record.

7. One speaker from Neighborhood Planning Coun-
cils, civic associations and community groups will 
be encouraged to present the position of the group. 
However, this will not prevent other group members 
from addressing the Commission. 

8. All persons having an interest in being heard 
upon any matter which is the subject of a specific 
agenda item, shall be given the opportunity to be 
heard. However, the Chair reserves the right to end 
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the public comment portion of the agenda item after 
determining from the audience that there are no new 
or relevant comments. 

9. Speakers shall take care not to reiterate the same 
information that has already been presented. Once 
an issue has been raised by any speaker, it should 
not be repeated by other speakers except to agree or 
disagree briefly.

10. The Chair may set a time limit for individual 
public testimony, if it appears necessary to gain 
maximum participation and conserve time. The 
time limit may be extended by a majority of the 
Commission. The time limit for individual speakers 
shall be uniform for all speakers, and shall be strictly 
enforced. Speakers shall not have the right to transfer 
their unused time to other speakers, but the chair may 
grant additional time to a person speaking on behalf 
of a group present in the chambers.

11. Members of the public will precede their remarks 
by stating their names, their place of residence and 
their association with the project. Members of the 
Commission may direct questions to members of 
the public only to obtain clarification of material 
presented. The questions shall not be argumentative, 
nor shall they have the purpose or effect of unreason-
ably extending any time limit applicable to public 
speakers.

12. The public may direct questions relative to the 
case to the Commission Chair. The questions shall 
pertain to factual issues relative to the agenda item 
and may not be argumentative. 

13. Once the public comment period has been closed 
by the Chair, the Commission will not entertain any 
further comments from the public.

14. Written testimony, with the exception of e-mail 
transmissions, must be signed. E-mail transmissions 
must show the author’s name and address. 

15. Citizens will be encouraged to submit written 
presentations and exhibits. Material submitted to the 
Planning Director’s office more than five business 
days before a meeting will be eligible for distribu-
tion in Commission notebooks. Material submitted 
less than five business days before a meeting will 
be distributed by the Planning Department at the 
meeting provided that ten copies are provided to the 
Planning Department.

Resolution 31-07, approved on October 16, 2007 by the 
City Planning Commission, and approved on December 18, 
2007 by the City of Wilmington’s Administrative Board.
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