EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2025-02

ESTABLISHING THE WILMINGTON PLANNING COMMITTEE
FOR AMERICA’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY

WHEREAS, July 4, 2026, marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence and the founding of the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, the City of Wilmington, Delaware - steeped in historical significance and
civic contributions to the nation’s founding and development - recognizes this milestone as an

opportunity to reflect upon, celebrate, and educate the public about our shared history and diverse
heritage; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to commemorate this occasion in a manner that is inclusive,
community-driven, historically accurate, and forward-looking, involving local residents,
institutions, cultural organizations, schools, and businesses in meaningful and creative ways; and

WHEREAS, proper planning, coordination, and public engagement are essential to the
success of such a significant and multifaceted civic celebration; and

WHEREAS, the City has decided to create a planning committee to assist it with the 250th
anniversary celebration.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN CARNEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, BY THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME, DO HEREBY
ORDER:

1. Establishment of the Wilmington 250" Anniversary Planning Committee.
The Wilmington 250th Anniversary Planning Committee (the “Committee”™) is hereby
established to advise and assist the City in developing and coordinating plans to
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States of America.

Composition of the Committee. The Committee shall be composed of no fewer than
fifteen (15) members, all of whom shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of
the Mayor. The Mayor shall designate the chair and vice chair of the Committee. All
living past City of Wilmington Mayors may serve as honorary co-chairs. Members of
the Committee shall represent a cross-section of the Wilmington community and may
include:

Representatives from local government, including Wilmington City Council;
Local historians and educators;

Representatives from civic and cultural organizations;

Youth and community leaders; and

Representatives from Wilmington’s business and faith communities.

Responsibilities. The Committee shall have the following responsibilities:

Develop a year-long calendar of educational, cultural, artistic, and civic events to
mark the 250th anniversary in 2026;

Collaborate with local historical societies, academic institutions, schools, libraries,
faith-based organizations, and cultural organizations to ensure broad community
representation and engagement;

Ensure programming reflects the full and diverse story of Wilmington’s past and
present, including the voices and contributions of historically underrepresented
communities;

Promote civic pride and historical awareness among Wilmington residents and
visitors; and




€. Seck partnerships with and funding from local, state, federal, and private resources
to support activities and outreach.

Meetings and Reporting.

a. The Committee shall meet at least quarterly and more frequently as needed.
b. The Committee shall submit a preliminary planning report to the Mayor and
Wilmington City Council no later than January 15, 2026.

Effective Date. This Executive Order shall become effective immediately upon its
execution by the Mayor.

Signed this ,5'”"l day of July, 2025.

Attest:

Akira R. Grenardo
City Clerk




