Wilmington Committee to Celebrate America 250
Tuesday, September 16, 2025
NCC Chamber of Commerce, Riverfront Conference Rm.
920 Justison Street, Wilmington, DE 19801
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Pursuant to Executive Order 2025-02 issued by Mayor John Carney to establish a City of
Wilmington Committee to Celebrate America 250. The Chair, Tina Betz, called the meeting to
order at 3:06 pm and welcomed committee members and attendees.

Committee members present:

Mayor John Carney

Tina Betz — Chair

Julie Miro-Wenger — Co-Chair

Jerry duPhilly, Councilmember Zanthia Oliver, Raye Jones Avery, Hannah Grantham, Lamin
Herrera, Lashawn Maxwell, Lannie Davis, Bill Conley, Torrey Francis Malek, Cheryl Renee
Gouch, Jennifer Boes, Megan McGlinchey

Other individuals present:

Jaime Watts, Gregory Morris, Lattisha Williams, Daniel Walker

II. OVERVIEW:

The Wilmington 250th Planning Committee is tasked with supporting and promoting citywide
events in celebration of the 250" anniversary of the founding of the United States of America.
This committee will coordinate with local, regional, and state partners to create a comprehensive
year-long celebration, culminating in a boxing event held before July 4, 2026. The city will
promote the boxing event. The project consultants for the 250" are Julie Miro-Wenger and Jerry
DuPhilly.

COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES:

The Committee discussed the following responsibilities:

Identify a series of events leading up to the main Independence Day celebration
Support the development of a comprehensive public promotional campaign
Support civic beautification efforts (flags, banners) throughout the city
Collaborate with local historical, cultural, and tourism organizations to promote

The Committee intends to be inclusive and intentional. A list was created, intentionally including
and ensuring all city neighborhoods would be represented. We have/will identify established
events that spread them throughout the city. We discussed the need for a robust promotional
campaign. The campaign should be unified and consistent in presentation across all platforms. In
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addition, the Committee will collaborate with other non-profit organizations, with events planned
for 250 attendees.

The Committee then discussed all the different aspects of the city that will be included. This list
includes neighborhoods, festivals & events, performing arts and theatre venues, museums &
historic sites, recreation, sculptures, parks, artist & their studios, historic city schools,
architecture, sites associated with the Underground Railroad, community centers, higher
education sites, and various travel routes in and around the city. Several members contributed
additional opportunities in each area. Per DCOS Walker, the goal is to present the budget for this
project to the Mayor and City Council in the coming months to secure any additional funds
needed to execute.

There was no public comment at the meeting.

III. MEETING CADENCE:

The Committee will meet twice a month leading up to January 2026.

IV.  ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 4:25pm. Location and time will be the same.

Prepared by: Gregory Lloyd Morris September 30, 2025



