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EXECUTIVE ORDER -2026-2 

January 26, 2026 

EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF THE DECLARATION OF 

A STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF WILMINGTON 

WHEREAS, I declared a State of Emergency for the City of Wilmington on Friday, January 23, 2026, in connection with 

the winter storm which impacted the City and surrounding areas on January 25, 2026; and  

WHEREAS, the City received approximately 8 inches of snow and ice as a result of the winter storm; and 

WHEREAS, a cold weather advisory remains in effect for the remainder of the week, with predicted daytime temperatures 

in the teens and nighttime temperatures in the single digits; and  

WHEREAS, a second winter storm is predicted for this coming weekend; and 

WHEREAS, Wilm. C. § 7-39 authorizes the Mayor to proclaim a state of emergency when he finds an emergency exists that 

affects life, health, property, or public peace; and 

WHEREAS, Wilm C. § 7-41 authorizes the Mayor to extend and modify an existing State of Emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the accumulated snow, ice and low temperatures will likely create dangerous conditions that may threaten life, 

safety, and health; and 

WHEREAS, for the foregoing reasons, an emergency continues to exist in the City of Wilmington and requires the State of 

Emergency to remain in effect with certain modifications. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN C. CARNEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WILMINGTON, DO HEREBY ORDER, 

pursuant to the emergency declaration provisions of Chapter 7 of the Wilmington City Code, that a State of Emergency 

continues to exist in the City of Wilmington in connection with the effects of the January 26, 2026, winter storm, the severely 

cold temperatures, and the potential for a second winter storm at the end of the week.  In addition to the other powers under 

Chapter 7 of the Wilmington City Code, I specifically order, direct, and authorize that the January 23, 2026, State of 

Emergency is extended and modified as follows:   

1. Pursuant to Wilm C. § 7-40(a)(1), the Mayor, through the City’s emergency proclamation, directs that no member of

the public shall camp in any City park or public space, including but not limited to Christina Park.

2. Driving restrictions in the City shall follow the restrictions, if any, imposed by the Governor of State of Delaware.

3. All other restrictions imposed by Executive Order 2026-1 issued on January 23, 2026, are hereby terminated.  All

non-essential City of Wilmington operations will be open as of January 27, 2026, and all non-essential employees

shall report to work.

This Executive Order shall become effective immediately upon its execution by the Mayor and shall continue until further 

proclamation of its termination pursuant to Chapter 7 of Wilmington City Code.  

Signed this 26th day of January, 2026 

______________________ 

Mayor  

Attest: ______________________ 

City Clerk 


