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800 French Street

7% Floor

Wilmington, DE 19802
Ph: 302.576.3000
TDD: 800.232.5470

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

The City of Wilmington is soliciting applications from qualified affordable housing developers,
nonprofit organizations, community development corporations, joint ventures, and other experienced
development entities for the utilization of approximately $8.4 million in City subsidy funding to support
the construction and/or substantial rehabilitation of affordable housing within the City of Wilmington.

Background

On May 21, 2026, Wilmington City Council passed the Fiscal Year 2027 annual budget. The
ordinance, signed by Mayor John Carney on May 29, 2026, included an infusion of more than $13,000,000
into efforts to increase the availability of affordable housing in the City. As part of that allocation, the City
is making available $8,400,000 in direct development subsidy to organizations to assist in this effort.

The City seeks transformative projects that expand the supply of quality affordable housing while
supporting neighborhood revitalization, increasing homeownership opportunities, preserving existing
affordable units, and leveraging additional public and private investment.

Projects selected through this NOFA will receive conditional funding commitments subject to the
execution of a development agreement and satisfaction of all underwriting, environmental, legal, and
financing requirements.

AVAILABLE FUNDING

The City of Wilmington has the following funding amounts:

Source Available Dollars
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SUBSIDY $8,400,000
TOTAL $8,400,000

Service Delivery Area:

The Service Delivery Area is limited to the City of Wilmington corporate limits. A map of City
boundaries can be found https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/about-us/city-maps.
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General Scope of Work

The Department seeks proposals that advance one or more of the following objectives:
e Increase the inventory of affordable rental housing.
Create affordable homeownership opportunities.
Preserve existing affordable housing at risk of loss.
Redevelop vacant, abandoned, or underutilized properties.
Support mixed-income developments that include meaningful affordable housing components.
Encourage equitable investment throughout Wilmington neighborhoods.
Ensure an affordability period of ten (10) years.
Leverage City funds with Low Income Housing Tax Credits, State Housing Authority financing,
private debt, philanthropic investment, and other funding sources.

Eligible applicants include:
e Nonprofit housing developers
For-profit housing developers
e Community Development Corporations
e Joint ventures
Public-private partnerships
Development teams with demonstrated affordable housing experience

Applicants must demonstrate:
e Successful completion of comparable housing developments
e Financial capacity
e Organizational stability
e Ability to obtain financing
e Experience complying with public funding requirements

Applicants shall identify:
e Number of affordable units
e Target Area Median Income (AMI) levels
e Proposed affordability period
e Unit mix
e Bedroom mix
e Rental or ownership structure

Preference will be given to developments serving households earning:

e 30% AMI
e 50% AMI
e 60% AMI
o 80% AMI

Projects serving multiple income tiers are encouraged.
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Evaluation Criteria:

Only completed applications that serve low-to-moderate housing projects in the City of
Wilmington are to be considered for funding.

Projects that do not meet the funding requirements will be disqualified from funding
consideration. City staff will assist organizations in evaluating project eligibility and can be contacted for
technical assistance at any time before the application deadline.

This solicitation is being offered in accordance with City requirements governing procurement of
professional services. Accordingly, the City of Wilmington reserves the right to negotiate an agreement
based on fair and reasonable compensation for the scope of work and services proposed, as well as the
right to reject any and all responses that no application received is either feasible, meets a local need, or
serves eligible or intended beneficiaries.

Advisory Committee:

A review committee will be established to evaluate eligible applications. Committee members will
include representatives with relevant expertise in affordable housing, community engagement, finance,
procurement, and program administration. Committee members will be required to disclose and address
any potential conflicts of interest.

Compliance / Operational Requirements

Organizations that apply cannot owe any money to the City of Wilmington. You must submit a
copy of your full organizational budget or audited financial statement and proof of your 501c3 status (if
applicable).

All funds provided to organizations must be expended within two years of receiving the award.
No more than ten (10) percent of the funds can be used for administrative costs.

Funding Timeline:

NOFA Deadline: August 31, 2026 at 10am

All applications must be received by the City of Wilmington, Department of Real Estate and
Housing, Louis L. Redding City/County Building, 800 French Street, 7™ Floor, Wilmington, DE 19801 no
later than on August 31, 2026, at 10am. Late submissions and postmarks will not be accepted. Hand
delivery of applications is recommended.

Pre-Application Meeting:

Prospective applicants are encouraged to attend a Pre-Application meeting on Tuesday, August
11, 2026, 10am, via Teams at:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/294297523616915?p=K58hUYfzI5cxrAymCO
passcode: VL3rU65i. Further information can be obtained by calling the Department of Real Estate and
Housing at (302) 576-3000.
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Application Assistance/Questions Contacts:

Application assistance is available by contacting C) Bowman, Development Specialist,
Department of Real Estate and Housing, crbowman@wilmingtonde.gov, 302-576-3000.
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The City of Wilmington's priority housing goals are as follows:

1. New Construction of Affordable Housing: Increase housing opportunities for low- and moderate-income
households.

2. Housing Rehabilitation: Improve the available housing stock for low- and moderate-income, owner-
occupied households.

3. Expand Economic Opportunities: Support Programs that Provide Economic Opportunities and Empower
LMI Persons to Achieve Self Sufficiency.

4. Suitable Living Environment Priorities: Strengthen communities through safer, more livable
neighborhoods, greater integration of low- and moderate- income residents throughout the City,
increased housing opportunities, and reinvestment in deteriorating neighborhoods.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

ABSOLUTE THRESHOLD (If the answer is no to any of these four criteria after staff follow up, then the proposal will
not be recommended for funding.

YES NO
1. Was the proposal complete?
2. Is the proposal an eligible activity
. Does the proposal comply with the beneficiary requirement?
Factor Criteria Possible Actual
Points Score
PROJECT Activity Summary: Describe the activities of the proposed 0-10
DESCRIPTION budget.
Proposal shows the ability of the developer to leverage
FUNDING multiple sources of funding. 0-15
Project results in the renovation of a property which stabilizes
NEIGHBORHOOD the surrounding neighborhood and helps address city “hot 0-20
STABILIZATION spots” and areas of the city that are exhibiting high crime.
ECONOMIC Project contributes to the economic well-being of the
- S 0-5
NEED community in which it is located.
AFFORDABLE | have complvted an hert performance n | 0-10
HOUSING EXPERTISE & o) y P P
those projects.
Proposal demonstrates that the skill and expertise of the
ORGANIZATIONAL app_llcant is a_u:?proprlafce for jche size and complexity of the.
project. Additional points will be awarded for already having 0-20
CAPACITY . .
site control and approval for development from appropriate
City Departments and boards/commissions.
BENEFIT Project indicates thg number of.low/moderate income 0-10
persons/household it will benefit.
Applicants are encouraged to promote participation by
disadvantaged, minority owned, and small businesses in
project related contracting opportunities, consistent with
LOCAL TEAM federal, state, and local requirements. Applicants that 0-10
COMPOSITION demonstrate a meaningful plan to utilize certified
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises in the development and
implementation of the project will receive additional points in
the evaluation process.
TOTAL 0-100
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