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PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

Project Background

Since the last Comprehensive Plan update in 2009, the city has experienced continued
growth downtown and on the riverfront, and similar activity is starting to expand into
other areas of the city as well. These include new amenities like the recently opened
Jack Markell pedestrian and bike trail that links the Wilmington Riverfront to New
Castle, the development of the Philadelphia 76éers farm team (the Wilmington Blue
Coats) facility in South Wilmington, the planned Riverside Purpose Built Community,
and the recent renovation to the HarperThiel building on Miller Road in the Northwest
area of the city, which has already attracted a new brewery and restaurant. Despite
these laudable accomplishments however, many neighborhoods in the city suffer
from high levels of vacancy, poverty, and crime, impacting resident opportunity,
quality of life and the city’s economic vitality. To continue the momentum of growth
and revitalization, and ensure that the benefits of revitalization are felt across

every neighborhood, the City of Wilmington must think proactively and prepare for
tomorrow, today. This is where a Comprehensive Plan comes in.

What is a Comprehensive Plan?

In Delaware, a Comprehensive Plan is a State-mandated document that describes
policies and actions related to a municipality’s land use, neighborhoods, transportation,
infrastructure, the economy, the environment, and quality of life. The Delaware State
Code also stipulates that a comprehensive plan functions as a legal document with
which all land use actions must be consistent.

Updating the Comprehensive Plan now
provides the opportunity to build on the
positive initiatives already in full swing

while proactively tackling existing and new
challenges to keep the city’s infrastructure

and neighborhoods in good shape and

build their resilience to climate change.

The Comprehensive Plan process involved
extensive community outreach to shape a
vision for the city’s future and a framework for
the development of programmatic goals and
budgetary planning from the appropriate City departments.

As a community-driven document, the Comprehensive Plan helps each community
achieve their goals while balancing competing interests. The Plan establishes
priorities, helps guide decision making, determines how best to spend limited
resources, and helps raise money for improvements citywide.

A Comprehensive Plan for Our City and Communities
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